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Southern Maine Pit Bulls

Contact: Jessica Dolce

Email: jessica@somepit.org

Phone: (267) 242-5190

Pit Bull 101 for Pros
1-2 hour presentation for Shelter Staff and ACOs

The goal of the seminar is to teach shelter workers how to identify good adoption candidates, support them while they are in their care at the shelter, talk to the public about the breed, and match the dogs with adoptive families that are the best fit for the breed.  This presentation is intended for those who work directly with animals, such as Animal Care Techs, as well as those who work directly with the public, such as Front Desk staff and Adoption Counselors.
· Standard Breed Temperament and Breed ID: How to correctly identify a Pit Bull based on temperament.  Standard breed characteristics.  What is and isn’t normal for the breed.

· Adoption and Euthanasia Candidates:  How to decide which dogs are suitable for adoption.  Determining if you have the support needed in order to work with behavioral issues.  Tips on evaluating Pit Bulls for aggression.
· Training and Enrichment:  Ideas for kennel enrichment and training during their stay in the shelter.  Basic skills Pit Bulls need to have before leaving the shelter.

· Pit Bulls and other animals:  How to perform safe and effective dog-dog intros.  

· Talking to Adopters about Pit Bulls: The power of language.  Basic breed education fro the public.  Tips for writing stories about and promoting Pit Bulls.

· The Right Adopters:  How to determine whether an adopter is the right fit for a Pit Bull.  Setting up post-adoption support.
